
BAC KG RO U N D :  
W h a t ' s  B e e n  H a p p e n i n g

A c a d i a  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  i n c l u d e s  2 , 2 6 6

a c re s  o n  th e  S ch o o d i c  Pe n i n s u l a , a p p rox -

i m a t e l y 4 5  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f B a r  H a r b o r,

M a i n e . T h e  S ch o o d i c  u n i t  re c e i ve s  fa r

fe we r  v i s i to r s  t h a n  d o e s  M o u n t  D e s e r t

Is l a n d  d e s p i te  i t s  a p p e a l i n g  s c e n e r y a n d

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  q u i e t  e n j o y m e n t .

Vi s i t o r  a m e n i t i e s  i n c l u d e  a  5 .5  m i l e

s c e n i c  d r i ve  a lo n g  th e  c o a s t , th e  Fr a z e r

Po i n t  p i c n i c  a re a , fo o t  t r a i l s  a n d  a  g r ave l

ro a d  to  S ch o o d i c  He a d , th e  h i gh e s t  p o i n t

o n  th e  p e n i n s u l a  wh i ch  o ffe r s  p a n o r a m i c

v i e w s  o f th e  re g i o n , a n d  S ch o o d i c  Po i n t ,

a  p o p u l a r  d e s t i n a t i o n  a t  th e  s o u th e r n -

m o s t  e n d  o f th e  p e n i n s u l a  fo r  ex p e r i e n c -

i n g  t h e  e v e r- c h a n g i n g  w a t e r s  o f

Fre n ch m a n  B ay f ro m  a  ro u gh  re d  g r a n i te

sh o re  l a c e d  w i th  ve i n s  o f vo lc a n i c  b a s a l t .

S i n c e  1 9 3 5  t h e  p e n i n s u l a  h a s  a l s o

b e e n  h o m e  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  N a v y,

wh e re  a  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  wa s  c o n s t r u c te d  to

r e p l a c e  a  s i m i l a r  f a c i l i t y o n  M o u n t

D e s e r t  Is l a n d  th a t  s to o d  i n  th e  way o f

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f t h e  P a r k  L o o p  R o a d .

S u r ro u n d e d  b y p a rk  l a n d , th e  Nav y b a s e

fo r m a l l y k n o w n  a s  Nava l  S e c u r i t y Gro u p

A c t i v i t y, Wi n t e r  H a r b o r  ( N S G A ) , i s

l o c a t e d  o n  9 7  a c r e s  a t  S c h o o d i c  Po i n t

th a t  o n c e  we re  p a r t  o f Ac a d i a  Na t i o n a l

Pa rk . I t  n o w c o m p r i s e s  s o m e  5 0  b u i l d i n g s

a n d  s t r u c t u r e s  t o t a l i n g  1 7 8 , 0 0 0  s q u a r e

f e e t , i n c l u d i n g  d o r m i t o r i e s , g a l l e y,

to w n h o u s e  a p a r t m e n t s , o ff i c e s , m e d i c a l

c l i n i c , f i r e  s t a t i o n , c o m m i s s a r y,

g y m n a s i u m , d ay c a re  c e n te r, m a i n te n a n c e

f a c i l i t y, c a m p g r o u n d , w a r e h o u s e  a n d

r e l a t e d  u t i l i t y s y s t e m s . T h e  o r i g i n a l

Nav y a p a r t m e n t  a n d  o p e r a t i o n s  b u i l d i n g

a n d  i t s  ge n e r a to r  h o u s e  h ave  b e e n  d e te r -

m i n e d  e l i g i b le  fo r  l i s t i n g  o n  th e  Na t i o n a l

Re g i s te r  o f H i s to r i c  P l a c e s . C a l le d  th e

R o c ke f e l l e r  B u i l d i n g , t h i s  t w o - s t o r y

c o m p l e x  d e s i g n e d  b y G r o s v e n o r

A t te r b u r y wa s  n a m e d  i n  h o n o r  o f Jo h n  D .

Ro cke fe l le r, J r. wh o  wa s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n

th e  l a n d  exch a n ge  th a t  e s t a b l i sh e d  th e

Nav y b a s e  a t  S ch o o d i c .

W h e n  t h e  N a v y a n n o u n c e d  i t s

i n te n t i o n  to  clo s e  th e  b a s e  a t  S ch o o d i c  b y

Ju n e  o f 2 0 02 , th e  Na t i o n a l  Pa rk  S e r v i c e

( N P S )  b e g a n  p l a n n i n g  to  re c e i ve  p ro p e r t y

th a t  b y l a w wo u l d  re ve r t  b a ck  to  th e  N P S .

N S GA  C o m m a n d e r  E d w i n  F. Wi l l i a m s o n

a n d  h i s  s t a ff a re  wo rk i n g  h a rd  to  e n s u re

a  s m o o th  t r a n s i t i o n  b y sh a r i n g  i n fo r m a -

t i o n  a n d  c o o r d i n a t i n g  e f fo r t s  w i t h  t h e

N P S  a n d  n e i gh b o r i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s .

Fu r th e r  le g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  i n t ro -

d u c e d  b y S e n a t o r s  S u s a n  C o l l i n s  a n d

O l y m p i a  S n o we  a n d  Re p re s e n t a t i ve s  Jo h n

B a l d a cc i  a n d  T h o m a s  A l le n  to  cl a r i f y th a t

th e  e n t i re  9 7  a c re s  w i l l  b e  t r a n sfe r re d

d i re c tl y b a ck  to  th e  N P S  a t  n o  c o s t , a n d

a l s o  to  a d d re s s  o th e r  i s s u e s  re l a te d  to  th e

c l o s u r e  a n d  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  c i v i l i a n  u s e .

T h e  b a s e  clo s u re  a l s o  i n vo l ve s  23  a c re s  i n

Wi n t e r  H a r b o r  c o n t a i n i n g  8 0  u n i t s  o f

h o u s i n g  a n d  4 5 1  a c re s  i n  Go u l d sb o ro  th a t

c o n t a i n  t w o  o p e r a t i o n s  b u i l d i n g s  s u r -

r o u n d e d  b y a  c r i t i c a l  e c o l o g i c a l  a r e a .

T h e s e  p ro p e r t i e s  w i l l  n o t  c o m e  to  N P S ;

p l a n n i n g  fo r  th e i r  re u s e  i s  u n d e r way b y

th e  re s p e c t i ve  to w n s .

A  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g  w a s  h e l d  i n  Ju l y

2 0 0 0  to  h e a r  s u g ge s t i o n s  fo r  f u t u re  u s e s

o f t h e  S c h o o d i c  u n i t . R e s p o n s e  c a r d s

we re  d i s t r i b u te d  a t  th e  m e e t i n g  a n d  a t

lo c a t i o n s  a ro u n d  th e  p a rk  a n d  a  s u b s t a n -

t i a l  n u m b e r  w e r e  m a i l e d  b a c k  t o  t h e

p l a n n i n g  te a m . T h i s  wa s  s u p p le m e n te d

b y a  u s e r  s u r v e y c o n d u c t e d  o n  t h e

p e n i n s u l a  i n  2 0 01  wh e re  o ve r  6 0 0  re s p o n -

d e n t s  we r e  i n t e r v i e we d  i n  d e p t h  a b o u t

th e i r  c u r re n t  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  p re fe re n c e s

fo r  S ch o o d i c . I n  a d d i t i o n , th e  p l a n n i n g

te a m  h a s  c o n s u l te d  w i th  e le c te d  o ff i c i a l s

o f G o u l d s b o r o  a n d  Wi n t e r  H a r b o r  a n d

h a s  p a r t i c i p a te d  i n  o th e r  p u b l i c  fo r u m s .

T h i s  fa l l  th e  p l a n n i n g  te a m  i s  c o n -

d u c t i n g  a  f o r m a l  s c o p i n g  p r o c e s s  a n d

p u b l i c  m e e t i n g , a s  p a r t  o f i t s  c o m p l i a n c e

w i th  th e  Na t i o n a l  E n v i ro n m e n t a l  Po l i c y

A c t  ( N E PA )  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  f e d e r a l

a ge n c i e s  to  c o n s i d e r  o p t i o n s  a n d  e va l u a te

t h e i r  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t s  b e f o r e

m a k i n g  d e c i s i o n s . A  d r a f t  p l a n  a n d  e n v i -

ro n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a te m e n t  ( E I S )  w i l l  b e

re a dy fo r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  th e  s p r i n g  o f

2 0 02 . T h e  f i n a l  p l a n  w i l l  b e  p re p a re d

a f te r  re v i e w a n d  c o m m e n t  o n  th e  d r a f t

p l a n , wh i ch  w i l l  b e  ava i l a b le  fo r  a  6 0 - d ay

p u b l i c  re v i e w p e r i o d .
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Schoodic General Management Plan News

A NEW PLAN FOR SCHOODIC

The 1992 Acadia General Management Plan states that the

National Park Service will manage its lands on the Schoodic

peninsula to retain opportunities for low-density recreation with

the intent of retaining current use levels and the existing natu-

ralness and solitude of this part of the park.  Schoodic and its

nearby offshore islands are zoned as natural areas, managed

primarily for conservation and resource protection with limited

facilities such as trails and signs permitted.  This plan assumed

that Naval Security Group Activity would continue its presence at

Schoodic Point and so did not provide guidance for future use of

the Navy buildings and lands.

Surrounded by park lands, the Navy property offers many oppor-

tunities for public access and resource management.  Its historic

buildings and other facilities have great potential to support

Acadia's mission.  However, new lands and programs require

additional commitments of personnel and funds.  Hard choices

must be made.  The new plan will outline these choices so that

decision makers, in consultation with the public, can shape the

future of the Schoodic unit.  This plan will amend Acadia's

General Management Plan which will otherwise remain in effect.  
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The  Nav y  a n d  the  S t a te  of M a i n e  a re  m aki n g  su re  th a t  env i ro n -

m ent al  i s su e s  a s s o c i a te d  w ith  t ra n sfer  of the  b a s e  to  p a rk  u s e

a re  a d d re s s e d . N S GA Wi nter  Ha r b o r  p r id e s  i t s e l f o n  it s  h igh

st a n da rd s  fo r  h a n d l i n g  p o tent i al l y  h a z a rdo u s  m a ter i al s  a n d

co nt a m i n a nt s  a n d  h a s  p re p a re d  a n  env i ro n m ent al  a s s e s s m ent

of it s  a c t i o n s  re l a t i n g  to  clo si n g  of the  b a s e . Th i s  p ro ce s s ,

wh ich  m u st  b e  co m ple te d  b efo re  t ra n sfer  of the  p ro p er t y  to

the  Na t i o n al  Pa rk  S er v ice , w il l  a d d re s s  cle a n u p  of p ro blem

a re a s  su ch  a s  b u i l d i n g s  co nt a i n i n g  a sb e sto s  o r  le a d  p a i nt .

T h e  N P S  i s  p r e p a r i n g  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t

( E I S )  to  a d d re s s  f u t u re  u s e  of the  S ch o o d ic  p o r t i o n  of the

p a rk . Is su e s  id ent i f ie d  fo r  a n al ysi s  i n cl u d e  t ra ff ic , p a rki n g ,

a n d  o veral l  u s e  le ve l s  fo r  the  p a rk . B a s e l i n e  i n fo r m a t i o n  w il l

b e  p re s ente d  o n  n a t u ral  re s o u rce s  a s  we l l  a s  o n  the  re g i o n al

e co n o my, s o  th a t  a l ter n a t ive  f u t u re  u s e s  c a n  b e  co m p a re d .

A n  E I S lo oks  a t  re s o u rce s  th a t  m ay  b e  a ffe c te d  b y  o n e  o r

m o re  of the  a c t i o n s  i n  the  alter n a t ive s. The  N E PA p ro ce s s

i n cl u d e s  a  h a rd er  lo ok  a t  the s e  re s o u rce s  to  d e ter m i n e  i f they

re al l y  w i l l  b e  a ffe c te d  i n  m o re  th a n  a  n e gl ig i ble  way, a s  we l l  a s

a n al ysi s  to  le a r n  the  ex tent  a n d  d u ra t i o n  of the  i m p a c t . The

fol lo w i n g  re s o u rce s  m ay  b e  a ffe c te d :  s o i l s , a i r  q u al it y, wa ter

r e s o u r c e s , l a n d  u s e , v e g e t a t i o n  a n d  w i l d l i f e , r e c r e a t i o n a l

re s o u rce s , the  v i s ito r  ex p er ien ce  of s ol it u d e  a n d  q u ie t , m a r i n e

r e s o u r c e s , a r c h e o l o g i c a l  r e s o u r c e s , c u l t u r a l  l a n d s c a p e s ,

s o c i o e co n o m ic s , en er g y  u s e  a n d  co n s er va t i o n .

Environmental Concerns
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Alternatives
AC T I O N  A LT E R NAT I V E S  A N D  " N O

AC T I O N "

T h e  N a t i o n a l  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P o l i c y  A c t

( N E PA )  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  w e  i d e n t i f y  a n d

e val u a te  a lter n a t ive  a p p ro a che s  to  m e e t i n g

o u r  go al s . They  w il l  b e  ref i n e d  d u r i n g  the

s co p i n g  p ro ce s s. There  w il l  a l s o  b e  a  “ n o

a c t i o n ”  alter n a t ive  d e s c r i b i n g  wh a t  wo ul d

h a p p en  i f n o  f u n d i n g  were  p ro v id e d  to  N P S

fo r  re u s e  of the  Nav y  b a s e  a n d  it  h a d  to  b e

s e c u re d  i n  a n  i n a c t ive  st a te  fo r  a n  i n d ef i n ite

t i m e  p er i o d .

P RO P O S A L S  C O M M O N  TO  A L L

AC T I O N  A LT E R NAT I V E S

When  the  Nav y  p ro p er t y  i s  t ra n sfer re d  to

t h e  Na t i o n a l  Pa r k  S e r v i c e  i n  2 0 0 2 , s o m e

a s p e c t s  o f th e  S ch o o d i c  u n it  w i l l  re m a i n

u n ch a n ge d  a n d  s o m e  m a n a gem ent  a c t i o n s

p ro p o s e d  fo r  the  f u t u re  w il l  n o t  va r y  f ro m

o n e  " alter n a t ive "  to  a n o ther. The  ter m  fo r

n e w a c t i o n s  wh ich  w il l  n o t  ch a n ge  u n d er

t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  m a n a g e m e n t  a p p r o a c h e s

o u tl i n e d  b e lo w a re  " p ro p o s al s  co m m o n  to

al l  a l ter n a t ive s. "  M a ny  of the s e  p ro p o s al s

a l r e a d y  h a v e  a  b r o a d  d e g r e e  o f s u p p o r t

f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  w i l l  b e  f u r t h e r

a n a l y z e d  a n d  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  c o m i n g

m o nth s.

The  N P S  w il l  co nt i n u e  to  p ro v id e  b a sic

r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t , m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d

i n t e r p r e t i v e  s e r v i c e s  a t  S c h o o d i c ,

ex p a n d i n g  o p era t i o n s  a s  f u n d i n g  p er m it s.

We  al s o  i nten d  to  ke e p  the  p a rk  s cen ic  ro a d

o p en  ye a r  ro u n d .

Un d er  al l  a l ter n a t ive s , v i s ito r s  wo ul d

co nt i n u e  to  en j o y  a n  u n c ro wd e d  p a rk  ex p e -

r i e n c e . Re c re a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  m i g h t  n o t

ex p a n d , b u t  there  wo ul d  b e  i n c re a s e d  i nter -

p re t ive  a n d  e d u c a t i o n al  o p p o r t u n it ie s. We

pl a n  to  ex p a n d  i nter p re t a t i o n  a t  S ch o o d ic

t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f t h e  N a v y ’s

p re s en ce  there .

A l s o  u n d er  a l l  a l ter n a t ive s , the  n e t wo rk

of h iki n g  t ra i l s  co n n e c t i n g  the  Nav y  b a s e  to

p a r k l a n d s  a r o u n d  t h e  p e r i m e t e r  o f B i g

M o o s e  I s l a n d  w o u l d  b e  o p e n e d  t o  t h e

p u b l i c , a n d  v i s i t o r  i n fo r m a t i o n  m a t e r i a l s

u p d a t e d  t o  r e f l e c t  c h a n g e s . C u r r e n t

i n fo r m a l  o r  " s o c i a l "  t r a i l s , e s p e c i a l l y  o n

L itt le  Mo o s e  Is l a n d  wo ul d  b e  e val u a te d  fo r

p o tent i al  re s o u rce  da m a ge  a n d  a d j u st m ent s

m a d e  i f n e e d e d . The  S ch o o d ic  u n it  wo ul d

al s o  b e  e val u a te d  a s  p a r t  of the  p a rk w id e

a l t e r n a t i v e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p l a n n i n g , t o

ex plo re  p o tent i al  co n n e c t i o n s  to  the  i nter-

m o d a l  s y s t e m  w h i c h

i n c l u d e s  p a r k i n g  a n d

s h u t t l e  b u s e s . I f

f e a s i b l e , w a t e r  t r a n s -

p o r t a t i o n  m i g h t

p ro v id e  co n n e c t i o n s  to

Mo u nt  D e s er t  Is l a n d .

T h e  s y s t e m  o f

r o a d s , p a t h s , p a r k i n g

l o t s  a n d  o p e n  s p a c e

w o u l d  b e  re c o n f i g u re d

t o  c r e a t e  a  m o r e

eff ic ient  a n d  ple a s a nt  c a m p u s  env i ro n m ent .

Pa rk  o p era t i o n s  wo ul d  b e  b a s e d  a t  the

c u r rent  p u bl ic  wo rks  b u i l d i n g , a n d  wo ul d

i n c l u d e  o f f i c e s , s t o r a g e , g a r a g e s , a n d  a

m e e t i n g  ro o m .
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A P P ROAC H

A h igh l igh t  of th i s  a l ter n a t ive  i s  d e ve lo p -

m ent  of a  re s e a rch  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  center  a t

S c h o o d i c  w h i c h  w o u l d  o f fe r  a  va r i e t y  o f

p ro g ra m s  fo r  p e o ple  of al l  a ge s  i n  the  f ie l d s

of n a t u ral  a n d  c ult u ral  h i sto r y, co n s er va -

t i o n , s c ien ce , m u sic , a n d  a r t . P ro g ra m s

m i g h t  i n c l u d e , f o r  e x a m p l e , s c i e n t i f i c

re s e a rch , env i ro n m ent al  e d u c a t i o n , a r t i st s -

i n - re s i d e n c e , l i fe - l o n g  l e a r n i n g , a n d  u n i -

ver sit y  ex ten si o n  cl a s s e s. Fa c i l i t ie s  wo ul d

i n cl u d e  h o u si n g , cl a s s ro o m  a n d  l a b o ra to r y

s p a c e  a s  we l l  a s  fo o d  s e r v i c e  a n d  re c re -

a t i o n al  a m en it ie s. The  center, a  n e w o r ga n -

i z a t i o n  co - s p o n s o re d  b y  the  Na t i o n al  Pa rk

S er v ice  a n d  o ther  n o n - p rof it  p a r t n er  o r ga n -

i z a t i o n s , w o u l d  u s e  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  a t

S ch o o d ic  fo r  a c t iv it ie s  co n si stent  w ith  the

m i s si o n  of Ac a d i a  Na t i o n al  Pa rk .

A st ro n g  a n d  f lex i ble  n o n p rof it  o r ga n i -

z a t i o n  m a y  b e  n e e d e d  t o  d e v e l o p  a n d

m a n a g e  t h e  n e w r e s e a r c h  a n d  e d u c a t i o n

center. N P S  i s  p ro v id i n g  s e e d  m o n ey  fo r

t h e  c e n t e r  t h r o u g h  i t s  n a t i o n a l  l e a r n i n g

center  p ro g ra m . E ffo r t s  w i l l  b e  m a d e  to
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At the start of planning for the Schoodic unit, the NPS identified several guiding principles.  Still in
effect, they incorporate the overall Acadia National Park mission and also state that the Schoodic plan
will be based on thorough study of the area's natural and cultural resources and the desire to maintain
the current quiet, natural visitor experience enjoyed by users.   NPS is committed to an open public
process for decision making and to understanding and respecting the concerns of surrounding communi-
ties.  It should be understood that the laws establishing Acadia National Park will limit the range of per-
missible uses at Schoodic.

Opportunities and goals for Schoodic are based on the studies and consultations conducted by the
National Park Service as part of the planning process.  The following goals were identified to focus dis-
cussion and analysis of proposed alternative courses of action.

Acadia National Park is fortunate to be part of a strong network of organizations and individuals
dedicated to protecting the natural and cultural resources so integral to the quality of life in downeast
Maine. We are asking our partners, which include educational institutions like the University of Maine
and College of the Atlantic, research organizations and museums as well as advocacy groups like the
Friends of Acadia, for their views of what the future Schoodic should be like.  Other critical sources of
ideas are the residents and local governments of neighboring communities.

Goals 

*   Schoodic's natural, cultural, and scenic resources and associated values are protected, restored, and 
maintained in good condition and managed within their broader ecosystems and cultural context.

*   Preserve significant historic structures and cultural landscapes.
*   Preserve and restore natural areas.
*   Restore important scenic vistas.
*   Assist Navy to protect archives.

*   Maintain the quiet, natural visitor experience now enjoyed by the public.
*   Evaluate proposed new uses to ensure that traffic and noise are kept to a minimum.
*   Develop desired carrying capacities for specific park areas (e.g. main base campus, Little 

Moose Island) and monitor cumulative impacts over time.
*   Only allow low-impact recreation and manage to prevent resource degradation.

*   Use existing facilities to house a research and education center with programs, classrooms, laborato-    
ries and lodging for faculty and students of all ages.

*   Work with partners to develop and operate center.
*   Develop interpretive approaches for site history, including the Navy’s use.

*   Existing buildings are retained if they can be reused in ways that are operationally efficient, sustain-
able, and supportive of the mission of Acadia National Park.

*   Reuse decisions are made in consultation with neighboring communities as certain proposed uses 
for the park may be more appropriately sited in town centers e.g. retirement housing, commercial 
lodging, retail stores.

*   Buildings and infrastructure necessary for maintenance and operation of the Schoodic unit are 
identified and strategies developed to retrofit them for park use.

*   All facilities are universally accessible.
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o b t a i n  c o m m it m e n t s  of f u n d i n g  a n d  s t a ff

f ro m  p a r t n er s  to  en h a n ce  a n d  ex p a n d  u p o n

the s e  i n it i a l  co m m it m ent s.

M o s t  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  w o u l d  b e

re t a i n e d , a n d  th o s e  n o t  n e e d e d  fo r  p a rk  o r

center  p u r p o s e s  m ay  b e  m a d e  ava i l a ble  fo r

le a s e  fo r  co m p a t i ble  u s e s. Ten a nt s  wo ul d

b e  s o l i c i t e d  o n  a  c o m p e t i t i v e  b a s i s  a n d

r e ve n u e s  w o u l d  b e  u s e d  t o  o f f s e t  o p e r a -

t i o n al  co st s .

C enter  p ro g ra m s  wo ul d  b e  cl u stere d  i n

t h e  m i d d l e  o f t h e  c u r r e n t  N a v y  b a s e .

P ro g ra m s  co ul d  b e  offere d  i n  the  c u r rent

co m m i s s a r y  wh ich  wo ul d  b e  re co n f ig u re d  to

h o u s e  c l a s s r o o m s  a n d  l a b o r a t o r i e s  a l o n g

w ith  a n  o u tdo o r  cl a s s ro o m , a n d  s o m e  off ice

s p a c e . T h e  h i s t o r i c

R o c ke f e l l e r  b u i l d i n g

c o u l d  p r o v i d e  e x h i b i t

s p a c e , h o u s i n g , a  s m a l l

v i s ito r  center, a nd  off ice s

f o r  t h e  c e n t e r  a n d  i t s

p a r t n e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .

T h e  g a l l e y  w o u l d

co nt i n u e  to  p ro v id e  fo o d

s e r v i c e  w i t h  i t s  f u l l -

s e r v i c e  k i t c h e n  a n d

c a fe ter i a . O ther  p ro g ra m

s p a c e  c o u l d  b e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  S c h o o n e r

C l u b, a  lo d ge  w ith  a  kitchen , a n d  s e veral

l a r ge  ro o m s , a n d  i n  the  b a s e  ch a p e l , g y m

a n d  d a y  c a r e  c e n t e r. T h e  c e n t e r  c o u l d

p r o v i d e  h o u s i n g  f o r  r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d

st u d ent s  i n  ex i st i n g  do r m ito r ie s , c a m p  s ite s

a n d  a p a r t m ent s.

A f u l l  r a n g e  o f r e v e n u e  g e n e r a t i n g

o p p o r t u n it ie s  w i l l  b e  ex plo re d  to  su p p o r t

the  center.

S o m e  b u i l d i n g s  w o u l d  b e  re m o ve d  i f

n o t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  a d a p t i v e  r e u s e  d u e  t o

b u i l d i n g  c o n d i t i o n  o r  l o c a t i o n . S i t e s

cle a re d  of st r u c t u re s  wo ul d  b e  re sto re d  to

a p p r o p r i a t e  n a t i v e  p l a n t  c o m m u n i t i e s .

Ab o u t  1 6  a c re s  of d i st u r b e d  l a n d s c a p e  co ul d

b e  re sto re d  u n d er  th i s  a l ter n a t ive .

A c c o m m o d a t i o n s  w o u l d  b e  a v a i l a b l e

fo r  u p  to  3 0 0  p e o ple  i n  c a m p site s , a p a r t -

m ent s , a n d  dor m ito r ie s. The  center  m igh t

h ave  a s  m a ny  a s  3 5 0  p ro g ra m  u s er s  o n  s ite

o n  a  p e ak  day. It  i s  ex p e c te d  th a t  o veral l ,

the  S ch o o d ic  u n it  of the  p a rk  wo ul d  ex p er i -

en ce  a  m o d era te  i n c re a s e  i n  v i s ito r  day  u s e

b u t  h ave  le s s  o ver n igh t  u s e  th a n  it  d id  i n
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Th i s  co n ce p t  re p re s ent s  the  a p p ro a ch  th a t

wo ul d  b e  t aken  i f the  Na t i o n al  Pa rk  S er v ice

were  to  t ake  m o st  of the  re s p o n si b i l i t y  fo r

d e ve lo p i n g  a  le a r n i n g  center  th a t  wo ul d  b e

si m il a r  to  b u t  m o re  m o d e st  th a n  the  center

i n  alter n a t ive  1 . P r i o r it y  wo ul d  b e  g iven  to

p re s er v i n g  h i sto r ic  s t r u c t u re s  a n d  fa c i l i t ie s

n e c e s s a r y  f o r  p a r k  o p e r a t i o n s  a n d

p ro g ra m s. The  le a r n i n g  center  wo ul d  b e

s m a l l  a n d  u n l i ke l y  t o  f i l l  a l l  b u i l d i n g s

ava i l a ble  fo r  re u s e . B u i l d i n g s  n o t  n e e d e d

b y  the  p a rk  wo ul d  b e  offere d  fo r  le a s e  fo r

c o m p a t i b l e  p u r p o s e s , s u b j e c t  t o  m a r ke t

fo rce s , o r  rem o ve d  a s  f u n d i n g  p er m itte d .

In  th i s  a l ter n a t ive  the  center  wo ul d  b e

lo c a te d  p r i m a r i l y  i n  the  h i sto r ic  Ro ckefe l ler

b u i l d i n g  a n d   a d j a c e n t  d o r m i t o r y, w h i c h

wo ul d  b e  re co n f ig u re d  to  h o u s e  l a b o ra to -

r ie s , cl a s s ro o m s , off ice s , a n d  a cco m m o da -

t i o n s  fo r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  r e s e a r c h e r s . T h e

gal ley  wo ul d  rem a i n  fo r  fo o d  s er v ice . A

s m a l l  e x h i b i t  a r e a  a n d  v i s i t o r  c o n t a c t

st a t i o n  wo ul d  b e  lo c a te d  o n  the  f i r st  f lo o r

o f t h e  R o c ke f e l l e r  b u i l d i n g  w h i c h  c o u l d

i n cl u d e  a  b o ok  s ale s  o p era t i o n  a n d  i n fo r m a -

t i o n  a b o u t  the  s ite ' s  h i sto r y.

A n u m b e r  o f b u i l d i n g s  w o u l d  b e

rem o ve d  a n d  a b o u t  4 0  a c re s  of d i st u r b e d

l a n d s c a p e  co ul d  b e  re sto re d  to  the  a p p ro -

p r i a te  n a t ive  pl a nt  co m m u n it ie s.

A c c o m m o d a t i o n s  w o u l d  b e  a v a i l a b l e

fo r  u p  t o  1 5 0  p e o p l e  i n  d o r m i t o r i e s  a n d

a p a r t m ent s. The  le a r n i n g  center  m igh t  h ave

a s  m a ny  a s  2 0 0  p ro g ra m  u s er s  o n  s ite  o n  a

p e ak  day. It  i s  ex p e c te d  th a t  o veral l , the

S ch o o d ic  u n it  of the  p a rk  wo ul d  ex p er ien ce

a  m o d era te  i n c re a s e  i n  v i s ito r  day  u s e  b u t

h ave  m u ch  le s s  o ver n igh t  u s e  th a n  it  d id  i n

19 9 9 .
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The National Park Service at Acadia
National Park protects and
conserves outstanding scenic,
natural, and cultural resources for
present and future generations.
These resources include a glaciated
coastal and island landscape, biolog-
ical diversity, clean air and water, and
a rich cultural heritage.  Acadia
National Park also offers opportuni-
ties for high-quality non-consump-
tive recreation, education and scien-
tific research. The Schoodic portion

of the park exemplifies these
resource values and is prized for its
peaceful nature, outstanding scenic
beauty, and high levels of species
diversity. 

Schoodic offers visitors excep-
tional views of the rocky coast and
surrounding islands .  It is a favored
spot for surf watching and offers
unobstructed views to the open
ocean from its lightly traveled scenic
road which ends at Schoodic Point.
The summit of Schoodic Head is

another fine vantage point.  The
Schoodic unit contains four Maine
Critical Areas, identified to protect
marine invertebrates, nesting birds
on Schoodic Island, rare plants on
Little Moose Island and two stands
of Jack Pine. 

Schoodic contains significant
cultural landscapes, sites of archeo-
logical interest, as well as the 1935
Rockefeller Building which has been
determined eligible for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places.  
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